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PRACTICAL EXERCISE:  The Jurassic Park Detective 
Story!

BLAST!
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navigate to:!
bioteach.ubc.ca/
bioinfo2009#BLASTexercises!

Get the sequences from the 
webpage and carry out BLAST!
searches!

Search #1: 
Jurassic Park 
sequence!

use blastn!

Let’s compare!
our results!

Search #2:         
The Lost World 
sequence!

use blastx!

Can you identify the Dinosaur sequences?!
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Try some BLAST searches with 
your own sequence of interest…!

Explore what happens when you 
change advanced parameters…!
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Search #1 - blastn against nr!

•!Most common use 
of blastn!

!!Sequence identification!

!!Establish whether an 
exact match for a 
sequence is already 

present in the database!



5!



6!

Search #2 - blastx against nr!

•!Translating BLAST 
programs (blastx, 
tblastn, tblastx)!

!!Look for similar proteins!

!!Identify potential homologs 

in other species!
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Mark was here, NIH!


